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 Legislators-Back-to-School Program

When was the last time you saw a legislator in your public schools during the school day?  If you answered “recently,” then you are probably in the minority.  Too many legislators and senators base their opinions about public education on hearsay and the media which portray the public schools as places of chaos, bad students, discipline problems, unaccountability, and never-ending sponges for public tax dollars, with little success in educating students.  Many elected officials are unaware of the progress and quality instruction and learning taking place every day. It’s up to us in public education to bring the truth to light.

 In an effort to provide a personal and realistic view of public education, the South Carolina Association of School Administrators will be promoting and working with public schools throughout the state on a program called “Legislators Back to School.” This program was developed by the National Association of State Legislators and has been used throughout the nation for several years. The purpose of the program is to get House and Senate Members into their local public schools so they can see first-hand teachers, administrators, and students engaged in teaching and learning. We, as professionals, must do all we can to turn this tide of negative public opinion about our schools, if we are to succeed in getting public officials at all levels to respect, support and fund our public schools.

When you are contacted about participating in this important program please take the time to learn who, when, where, what, and how to put your best foot forward to be proactive in educating the officials who come to your school. 
WHO to Invite

Since the bulk of funding and state mandates of public school programs comes from the South Carolina General Assembly, SCASA encourages you to ask your House Member and Senator first. Plan the visit time around their schedules. You may want to set up another day for visits by your School Board members, county council members, and other elected officials in your community. The main emphasis for this year is to reach as many General Assembly Members as possible first.
WHEN to Invite

Any school day between the third week of September and the third week of October  (September 17-October 19) is the time we are promoting this program.  This is during the “off’ season for the Legislature but  just a few weeks before they go back for the second part of the two year session. 
WHERE to Invite

You choose the school(s) that you feel best connects with your individual legislators.  If they have a child in one of your schools that they have already visited on occasion, choose an additional school along with their child’s school to share classes, programs, and student testimonies with them so they can see first hand the overall school experience for your district. If you have a much publicized career and technology program, be sure to show them this. Make sure that the teachers whose classrooms they visit are informed and prepared for their visit. Some of your teachers may be more “politically involved” at the local level than others. The teachers you choose to showcase should feel comfortable with this process and with the individual legislators who will be visiting.  You are encouraged to have a follow up visit prior to January for the Legislators to come back to possibly participate in discussing what they do in Columbia with students in classes where this subject would be appropriate in. 
WHAT to Do

Activities for the visit should be centered toward promoting what you are doing with the students. Students can demonstrate their individual accomplishments as a result of what their educational programs has taught them. Take the Legislator to various classrooms and expose them to the subjects and teachers as the students are being taught. We discourage assemblies where the Legislator is expected to give a speech to the students.  This program should be used as a show and tell by you as the leader in the school and about what you and your staff are doing to promote and maintain a good educational experience for students. You may want to tell about the diversity of your student body and the many academic accomplishments of the students. What your discipline policy is, what the teacher-student ratio in your school is, how well are your students performing on their expected goals and how many students  you expect to go into various academic and technical programs is some information you may want to share during this visit.  Legislators want to know how and what you are doing to assure that your students will be productive citizens when they finish your school’s role in their educational program. 
HOW to Put Your Best Foot Forward

Please start this process by sending a written invitation to each Legislator in your district, then follow up with a phone call to personally invite them and discuss the date, time and place that you would like them to visit. They constantly receive dozens of invitations to various functions throughout their districts every week, you must be aggressive in establishing a date and time, but do so in a friendly and understanding way.  If they have a secretary who schedules their appointment, talk to her and get on friendly terms with this person.  They can influence the House or Senate Member as to whether to accept your invitation or not. Part of the secretary’s job is to keep their boss out of confrontational situations where he/she may not receive a friendly acceptance. Give your invitation like you really want this person to come. (Please see www.SCASA.org for an example invitation letter for House and Senate members)






