
Good afternoon! 
 
It was a very busy week at the state house as the House and Senate were working hard to meet 
the May 1st crossover deadline.   
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
The House will hold committee meetings for the next two weeks with no afternoon sessions in 
the House. After the two week period, there would be no more committee meetings and they will 
focus on floor activity. 
 
The House did not hold any committee meetings this week in order to work through their 
calendar for the May 1st crossover deadline.   
 
S.1194 (Summer Reading Camps) The joint resolution allows districts to meet the requirements 
of the 2014 summer reading camps by using summer reading program funds in the current 
budget year to partner with the State Department of Education’s Summer Reader Loss 
Prevention Project.  The partnership must provide school districts with books to set up free book 
fairs for summer reading camp-identified students.  The students must be allowed to select eight 
books based on their reading ability level and interest.  The book fair must be held at the end of 
the school year with students taking their books home for the summer accompanied with a 
reading log to be completed by the student.  Also, a school district that uses these funds for the 
partnership may carry forward any unexpended funds to be used for summer reading camp 
programs. The joint resolution received third reading and was enrolled for ratification. 
 
The following bills received third reading and were sent to the Senate: 
 
H. 4061 (Sexual Abuse and Assault Awareness) The bill requires the State Board of Education to 
select or develop instructional units in sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention 
with separate units appropriate for each age level from four-year old kindergarten through 
twelfth grade.    
 
H. 4914 (Students with a seizure condition) The bill authorizes certain school personnel to 
administer midazolam intranasally to students with a seizure condition. The bill also provides for 
immunity from liability with regard to administration of midazolam.  
 
H. 4840 (High School Equivalency Diploma Accessibility Act) The bill requires that the State 
Board of Education to offer an alternative to the GED for individuals looking to receive a high 
school equivalency diploma. The bill was amended to include language that the test may be 
computer-based or offered in paper and pencil form.  
 
H. 4458 (Winter holidays) The bill provides that a district may educate students about the 
history, customs and symbols of traditional winter celebrations including displaying scenes 
traditional associated with such celebrations.  The bill also states that students and staff may  
offer holiday greetings such as “Merry Christmas” or “Happy Hanukkah.”  
 



H.3532 (Childcare Providers) The bill directs the Citizen and Legislative Joint Committee on 
Children in conjunction with the Governor’s Child Care Advisory Board to hold public hearing 
and collect data on child care regulations.  

 
H. 3905 (Back to Basics in Education Act of 2013) The bill requires that students are taught 
cursive writing and memorization of multiplication tables by the end of fifth grade.  The bill was 
amended to add cursive writing materials to the instructional materials adoption list.  
 
H. 4650 (Proficiency-based credits) The bill requires the State Board of Education to establish an 
optional proficiency-based system as an alternative to traditional seat-time requirements. Normal 
requirements of 120 seat hours would not apply to credits earned through a proficiency-based 
course. Example courses include distance learning, online learning, independent study, etc. The 
system must be optional for each school district.  
 
H.3435 (Comprehensive Health Education Act) The bill greatly alters the comprehensive health 
education programs implemented by school districts. The bill would require reproductive health 
instruction to be medically accurate, while changing the grade levels at which this instruction 
would be offered. Under the bill, students must receive 12.5 hours of health education instruction 
during the ninth or tenth grade. The State Board of Education would be required to develop a 
health instruction unit every two years, and districts would be required to use the unit unless the 
district develops its own health instruction unit annually. Additional changes include the 
teaching of contraceptive methods in relation to pregnancy and disease prevention, rather than 
just future family planning. Also, the bill would remove the restriction that male and female 
students must be taught this information separately. Teachers providing comprehensive health 
instruction would undergo professional development in either reproductive health or pregnancy 
prevention every two years, and have a certificate in health education by August 1, 2016. In 
order to ensure compliance, each district would have to send an annual report to the State 
Department of Education by June 15.  
 
 
SENATE 
 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, April 29th and 30th, the Senate Finance Committee met to finalize 
the committee budget for the 2014-2015 budget year.  The committee adopted the budget on 
Wednesday evening and it now goes to the floor.  The Senate budget debate is scheduled to 
begin on Tuesday, May 6th.   The base student cost (BSC) for 2014-2015 is $2120.  The Senate 
Finance Committee added additional money in the following areas: 
 
$24.4M- CDEPP 
$1.2M- Hold Harmless because of new weightings 
$4.5M-Buses 
 
On Wednesday, April 30th, the Senate Education Committee met and reviewed the following 
bills and regulations: 
 



H. 3428 (First Steps to School Readiness Initiative) The bill requires the First Steps Board of 
Trustees to develop a comprehensive long-range strategy for school readiness and to provide a 
statewide assessment of student school readiness. The bill received a favorable report. 
 
H. 4749 (Early Literacy Assessment): The joint resolution calls on the state to determine which 
assessment will be used to track early-literacy competency as required by H. 3428. The bill 
received a favorable report. 
 
H. 4871 (Charter Schools) The bill exempts charter schools from all state and local taxation, 
except for sales tax, on their earnings and property whether owned or leased. The bill received a 
favorable report as amended. 
 
S. 910 (Home School Students) The bill allows home school and Governor's School students to 
participate in interscholastic activities at a public school if they meet certain eligibility 
requirements. The bill also deletes language that requires the student to notify the Superintendent 
of the district in writing of their intention to participate in an activity before the season begins. 
The bill was carried over. 
 
Regulation 43-272: School Admission discusses immunization requirements for incoming 
students. Another statute already deals with these requirements, therefore this one is 
unnecessary. 
 
Regulation 43-300: Accreditation Criteria describes the accreditation process for schools and 
districts, and was amended to add a second option that would allow schools to gain accreditation 
through an accrediting entity accepted by higher education. 
 
Regulation 43-130: Accreditation Standards Filed (Repeal) deals with accreditation standards 
and will be combined with another regulation dealing with accreditation. 
 
Regulation 43-188: Displaying the Flag concerns how the U.S. and South Carolina flags are 
flown in school districts, and the regulation was updated to remain consistent with state law. 
 
Regulation 43-279: Student Conduct and Discipline includes language regarding disciplining 
students with disabilities. There is a separate statute that deals with students with disabilities, 
making this regulation a duplicate. 
 
Regulation 43-229: Palmetto Unified School District (PUSD) outlines the educational 
program for inmates, and information is added to make sure the district is complaint with state 
standards for school districts. 
 
Regulation 43-162: School Superintendent Compensation and Benefits/Expenses (Repeal) 
mandates that the superintendent of a district must be paid a higher salary that principals or 
members of the staff. The subcommittee determined that there was no state statute to back up the 
regulation. 
 



Regulation 43-243.4: Utilization of General Teacher Certification (Repeal) allows that 
anyone holding a generic teaching certificate by the state is allowed to teach students with mild 
educational disabilities. This type of certificate is no longer issued by the state, and therefore the 
regulation is no longer needed.  

Regulation 43-500: Operation and Funding of Teacher Training Courses in Mathematics, 
Science, Reading and Computer Education (Repeal) addresses a program established to 
encourage that special courses in the four fields mentioned above are offered for teachers in 
grades 1-12. The specifics of the program are not longer practiced by the agency. 

Regulation 43-201.1: Teacher Grants (Repeal) provides guidelines for the teacher grants 
program—however, the program is no longer funded, and therefore the regulation is not 
necessary. 

The following regulation was carried over: 

Regulation 43-244: Interscholastic Activities (Repeal) prohibits competitive, varsity-like 
sports with scheduled games and championships for grades 1-6. The Board of Education found 
that there is no specific state statute that authorizes this regulation. 

 
On Thursday, May 1st, the K-12 Senate Education Subcommittee met and reviewed the 
following bills and regulations: 
 
H.3365 (Mental Health Counseling) The bill establishes a School Safety Task Force that will 
meet and report their recommendations to the General Assembly no later than December 31, 
2014.  The bill received a favorable report as amended. 
 
Regulation 43-64: Requirements for Certification at the Advanced Level refers to principal 
certification in "turnaround" strategies. The regulation was amended to clarify the processes used 
for preparing those principals. 
 
Regulation 43-248: South Carolina Virtual School Program addresses the governing of the 
state's virtual school program. The amendment proposed by the State Board addresses changes 
by the General Assembly that deal with enrollment and credit limitations, and also streamlines 
the registration and enrollment process. 
 
Regulation 43-237.1: Adult Education Program also describes functions of the state's adult 
education program. This regulation was amended to remove references to the GED and change 
language regarding the length of school terms and funding allocations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Regulation 43-259: Adult Education outlines the state's adult education program. The 
amendments include removing references to the GED and replacing them with high school 
equivalency diploma, removing limits of the number of high school units a student can earn 
through the SC virtual school program, and revising adult education teacher licensure 
requirements. 
 
Regulation 43-62: Requirements for Additional Areas of Certification refers to add-on 
certification for educators. The amendment updates requirements for an educator to be endorsed 
in online teaching and replaces certification with licensure to keep with agency norms. 
 
Regulation 43-274: Student Attendance defines absence requirements. The State Board of 
Education added guidelines for students completing make-up work. 
 
Senate Floor Actions: 
 
H.3893 (Common Core) The bill received second reading and requires the following: 
 

Continued implementation of Common Core State Standards in ELA and math in 2014-15 
Standards 

Requires cyclical review of Common Core on or before January 1, 2015 for purpose of 
adopting SC college and career readiness state standards in 2015-2016. (Review will seek 
input on additions, changes, etc. to Common Core) 

• Removes SC from the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium and Smarter Balanced 
Assessment and prevents SC from administering Smarter Balanced Assessment 

Assessments 

 
• Continues WorkKeys and college and career readiness assessment in grade 11 

 
• Amends administration of PASS in science and social studies to all students in grades 4 

through 8 beginning 2014-15 
 

• Establishes process for moving forward with state assessment in grades 3 through 8 in 
ELA and math for all students in grades 3 through 8 and for students in grades 9 and 10, 
if funds are available: 

2014-15 Paper and pencil format 
  2015-16  Paper and pencil or computer format 
  2016-17 Computer format for all students 

 
Executive Director of the Budget and Control Board will handle procurement that must 
be completed by September 30, 2014 for all assessments including the college and career 
readiness assessment. Neither the EOC nor State Board of Education will approve the 
assessment. Instead, a special panel composed of the following persons or their designee 
to provide input: 

 chairman of the State Board of Education; 



 chairman of the Education Oversight Committee; 
 chairman of the Board of Directors for the South Carolina Chamber of 

Commerce; 
 chairman of the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education; 
 chairman of the South Carolina Technical College System Board; and 
 State Superintendent of Education.  

• New Assessments implemented in 2014-15 and 2015-16 cannot be used to determine 
state ratings. Instead, the report cards issued for 2014-15 and 2015-16 will report on 
results only.  

Accountability 

 
• EOC will also recommend one system for state and federal accountability by fall of 2016. 

• Establishes Data Use and Governance Policy to guarantee student privacy 
Student Privacy 

S.1219 ((Negotiated salaries)  The joint resolution allow school districts to uniformly negotiate 
salaries below the school district salary schedule for 2014-15 through the 2019-2020 school year 
for retired teachers who are not participants in the Teacher and Employee Retention Incentive 
program. The provisions of this section expire on July 1, 2020. The bill received third reading 
and was sent to the House. 
 
If you have questions or comments, please call or email. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Beth Phibbs 
 
Upcoming Events 
Go to www.scasa.org to register for the events below. 
 
May 12 – Special Ed Directors’ Roundtable Meeting 
May 15 – Instructional Leaders’ Roundtable Meeting 
June 15-18 – Innovative Ideas Institute 
 
 

http://www.scasa.org/�

