
Good afternoon! 
 
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
On Tuesday, March 18th, The House K-12 Education Subcommittee met to review several bills 
and regulations. 
 
The following bills were found favorable by the subcommittee and passed along to the full 
committee: 
 
H. 4650 (Proficiency-based credits) The bill requires the State Board of Education to establish an 
optional proficiency-based system as an alternative to traditional seat-time requirements. Normal 
requirements of 120 seat hours would not apply to credits earned through a proficiency-based 
course. Example courses include distance learning, online learning, independent study, etc. The 
system must be optional for each school district. 
 
H. 4840 (High School Equivalency Diploma Accessibility Act) The bill requires that the State 
Board of Education to offer an alternative to the GED for individuals looking to receive a high 
school equivalency diploma. The bill was amended to include language that the test may be 
computer-based or offered in paper and pencil form. 
 
H. 3905 (Back to Basics in Education Act of 2013) The bill requires that students are taught 
cursive writing and memorization of multiplication tables by the end of fifth grade.    
 
H. 4458 (Winter holidays) The bill provides that a district may educate students about the 
history, customs and symbols of traditional winter celebrations including displaying scenes 
traditional associated with such celebrations.  The bill also states that students and staff may  
offer holiday greetings such as “Merry Christmas” or “Happy Hanukkah.”  
 
The committee adjourned debate on the following bill: 
 
H.4369 (Commercial advertisements of public school buses) The bill requires districts to sell 
child-friendly advertisements on state-owned school buses. The resulting revenue would go 
toward purchasing new buses in the district where the bus operates. 
 
The following regulations were withdrawn and resubmitted: 
 
Regulation 43-248: South Carolina Virtual School Program addresses the governing of the 
state's virtual school program. The amendment proposed by the State Board addresses changes 
by the General Assembly that deal with enrollment and credit limitations, and also streamlines 
the registration and enrollment process. 
 
 
 
 



Regulation 43-259: Adult Education outlines the state's adult education program. The 
amendments include removing references to the GED and replacing them with high school 
equivalency diploma, removing limits of the number of high school units a student can earn 
through the SC virtual school program, and revising adult education teacher licensure 
requirements. 
 
Regulation 43-62: Requirements for Additional Areas of Certification refers to add-on 
certification for educators. The amendment updates requirements for an educator to be endorsed 
in online teaching and replaces certification with licensure to keep with agency norms. 
 
On Wednesday, March 19th, the full House Education Committee met and reviewed several bills 
and many regulations. 
 
The committee gave a favorable report to the following bill as amended: 
 
H. 3994 (Read to Succeed Act) The bill would create the South Carolina Read to Succeed Office 
in order to take a comprehensive, systematic approach to student reading performance.  It also 
requires the Department of Education, with approval by the State Board of Education, to create 
and have a State Reading Proficiency Plan in place by January 1, 2015.  Beginning in 2015-
1016, each district must prepare a comprehensive annual reading proficiency plan for Pre-K 
through twelfth grade. The State Superintendent of Education shall ensure that every student 
entering the public schools for the first time in prekindergarten and kindergarten will be 
administered a readiness assessment by the forty-fifth day of the school year. Beginning with the 
2017-2018 school year, a student must be retained in the third grade if the student fails 
substantially to demonstrate third-grade reading proficiency at the end of the third grade. A 
student may be exempt for good cause from the mandatory retention but shall continue to receive 
instructional support and services and reading intervention appropriate for their age and reading 
level.  
Beginning in 2015-2016, middle and secondary certified classroom teachers are required to take 
at least two courses or six credit hours, or the equivalent professional development hours as 
determined by the South Carolina Read to Succeed Office, to improve reading instruction within 
five years of their most recent certification. The courses must be approved by the State Board of 
Education and include courses leading to the literacy teacher add-on endorsement. Coursework 
in reading must include a course in reading in the content areas. Whenever possible, these 
courses will be offered at a professional development rate which is lower than the certified 
teacher rate.  Only certified  teachers who have earned a master’s or doctorate in reading, who 
have earned a literacy teacher add-on endorsement, or who have completed an intensive, 
prolonged professional development program like Reading Recovery or another program as 
approved by the State Board of Education in regulation are exempt from this requirement. 
Beginning in 2015-2016, principals and administrators who are responsible for reading 
instruction or intervention and school psychologists in a school district or school are required to 
take at least one course or three credit hours within five years of their most recent certification or 
the equivalent professional development hours as determined by the South Carolina Read to 
Succeed Office. The course or professional development must include information about reading 
process, instruction, and assessment or content area literacy and must be approved by the Read to 
Succeed Office. 



Beginning in 2015-16, reading/literacy coaches are required to earn the add-on certification 
within six years by taking the courses as required by the Department for the add-on. 
 
The committee adjourned debate on the following bills: 
 
H.4413 (Bullying Website) The bill requires that each school district develop a website through 
which a person may anonymously report acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying of a student 
at school.  The district must investigate the allegations consistent with policies adopted by the 
district according to the Safe School Climate Act.  Each month the school shall report the 
number of acts the nature of each alleged act reported through the website, the status of the 
investigation whether it is pending or resolved and if resolved, the date of the resolution.  The 
State Board of Education will develop model policies concerning the development, 
implementation, and promotion of the website within 30 days of the effective date of the section. 
The bill was amended to strike the word “anonymous” and add “if the person does not wish to 
reveal their identity, they may report through a principal, guidance counselor, coach, or other 
teacher.”   
 
H.3435 (Comprehensive Health Education Act) The bill greatly alters the comprehensive health 
education programs implemented by school districts. The bill would require reproductive health 
instruction to be medically accurate, while changing the grade levels at which this instruction 
would be offered. Under the bill, students must receive 12.5 hours of health education instruction 
during the ninth or tenth grade. The State Board of Education would be required to develop a 
health instruction unit every two years, and districts would be required to use the unit unless the 
district develops its own health instruction unit annually. Additional changes include the 
teaching of contraceptive methods in relation to pregnancy and disease prevention, rather than 
just future family planning. Also, the bill would remove the restriction that male and female 
students must be taught this information separately. Teachers providing comprehensive health 
instruction would undergo professional development in either reproductive health or pregnancy 
prevention every two years, and have a certificate in health education by August 1, 2016. In 
order to ensure compliance, each district would have to send an annual report to the State 
Department of Education by June 15. 
 
The following regulations were approved for repeal: 
 
Regulation 43-162: School Superintendent Compensation and Benefits/Expenses says that 
the superintendent of a district must be paid a higher salary that principals or members of the 
staff. The subcommittee determined that there was no state statute to back up the regulation. 
 
Regulation 43-243.4: Utilization of General Teacher Certification allows that anyone holding 
a generic teaching certificate by the state is allowed to teach students with mild educational 
disabilities. This type of certificate is no longer issued by the state, and therefore the regulation is 
no longer needed. 
 
Regulation 43-130: Accreditation Standards Filed deals with accreditation standards and will 
be combined with another regulation dealing with accreditation.  
 



Regulation 43-500: Operation and Funding of Teacher Training Courses in Mathematics, 
Science, Reading and Computer Education addresses a program established to encourage that 
special courses in the four fields mentioned above are offered for teachers in grades 1-12. The 
specifics of the program are not longer practiced by the agency. 
 
Regulation 43-201.1: Teacher Grants provides guidelines for the teacher grants program—
however, the program is no longer funded, and therefore the regulation is not necessary. 
 
The following regulations were approved: 
 
Regulation 43-272: School Admission discusses immunization requirements for incoming 
students. Another statute already deals with these requirements, therefore this one is 
unnecessary. 
 
Regulation 43-188: Displaying the Flag concerns how the U.S. and South Carolina flags are 
flown in school districts, and the regulation was updated to remain consistent with state law. 
 
Regulation 43-300: Accreditation Criteria describes the accreditation process for schools and 
districts, and was amended to add a second option that would allow schools to gain accreditation 
through an accrediting entity accepted by higher education. 
 
Regulation 43-279: Student Conduct and Discipline includes language regarding disciplining 
students with disabilities. There is a separate statute that deals with students with disabilities, 
making this regulation a duplicate. 
 
The committee adjourned debate on the following regulation: 
 
Regulation 43-237.1: Adult Education Program also describes functions of the state's adult 
education program. This regulation was amended to remove references to the GED and change 
language regarding the length of school terms and funding allocations. 
 
The following regulation was not approved: 
 
Regulation 43-244: Interscholastic Activities prohibits competitive, varsity-like sports with 
scheduled games and championships for grades 1-6. The Board of Education found that there is 
no specific state statute that authorizes this regulation. 
 
The following regulations were withdrawn and resubmitted: 
 
Regulation 43-64: Requirements for Certification at the Advanced Level refers to principal 
certification in "turnaround" strategies. The regulation was amended to clarify the processes used 
for preparing those principals. 
 
Regulation 43-274: Student Attendance defines absence requirements. The State Board of 
Education added guidelines for students completing make-up work. 
 



 
SENATE 
 
On Wednesday, March 20th, the Finance K-12 Education Budget Subcommittee met to hear 
budget requests. The subcommittee heard testimony from State Superintendent Mick Zais on the 
department’s proposed budget.  Dr. Zais spoke on a number of issues, including: 
 
--Discussed money set aside in the Governor’s budget for summer reading campus, and pointed 
to research showing that programs where students are given the opportunity to choose books and 
bring them home to read are as effective as summer reading camps, and are more cost effective. 
--Called for a greater focus on preparing students for machinery and high tech careers. 
--Asked for $34 million to replace buses over 20 years old. 
--Requested more money for new textbooks—specifically $71 million or about $100 per student. 
--Endorsed Governor Haley’s support of charter schools and called for more equitable funding of 
both public and charter schools. 
 
The subcommittee also heard from representatives of: 
--Education Oversight Committee 
--First Steps 
--SC Public Charter Schools 
 
If you have questions or comments, please call or email. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Beth Phibbs 
 
Upcoming Events 
Go to www.scasa.org to register for the events below. 
 
March 24 – Webinar:  Formative Assessment for Elementary Principals 
March 24 – Seminar Series:  Technology – Using Apps to Become a More Effective 
Instructional Leader 
March 25 – Student Services’ Roundtable Meeting 
March 28 – Technology Leaders’ Roundtable Meeting 
March 31 – Webinar:  Elementary ELA Common Core Implementation 
March 31 – Benefits’ Coordinators’ Meeting 
April 1 – Higher Ed Roundtable Meeting 
April 3 – Superintendents’ Roundtable Meeting 
April 4 – Personnel Roundtable Meeting 
April 8-10 – Common Core Academy:  Ensuring Successful Implementation of CCSS 
April 11 – Special Ed Directors’ Roundtable Meeting 
April 30 - Instructional topics that connect with HR 
June 15-18 – Innovative Ideas Institute 
 
 

http://www.scasa.org/�

