
 
 
Good afternoon! 

 
The House gave third reading to the H.4701 (2014-15 General Appropriations Bill) on 
Wednesday morning.  The House adopted a general fund authorization of $6.6 billion dollars of 
recurring funds and a total of $6.9 billion dollars including nonrecurring funds. 
 
In funding K-12 Education and school districts, the primary objective of the House was to fund 
Governor Haley's K-12 Education Reform Proposal. Total new funding for K-12 education is 
$180 million and the base student cost is $2,120 per student. 

 
The formula for how the Education Finance Act funds are distributed to school districts was 
changed. The new weighings were recommended by the Education Oversight Committee (EOC) 
and places greater emphasis on poverty, gifted students, and students requiring specialized 
instruction. Other initiatives include: 

 
Reading- Places a reading coach in every elementary school, $30 million and invests $4.5  
million to expand summer reading camps/programs. 
 
Technology -Increases both internal and external connectivity in all school districts, $30 
million. There is $12 million for increased digital instructional materials and $4 million to 
help train teachers on how to use these new technologies in their classrooms. 
 
Charter Schools-Increases funding for charter schools by $17.7 million. This includes a $4 
million allocation to a charter school revolving loan program. 
 
Buses/Transportation-Increases funding for both purchase and operations of the 
state's school bus fleet, $20.6million. 

 
 
On Wednesday, March 12, 2014, Governor Haley signed into law H.4576 (Snow Days). The 
joint resolution allows local school boards to waive up to five days missed due to inclement 
weather.  The district must exhaust all statutorily required make up days remaining on the 
calendar before it may exempt any of the five days allowed under the joint resolution. 
 
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
The following additional provisos were adopted in the budget: 
 
Amendment #5- (SDE: Charter School Transition funds) For Fiscal Year 2014-15, charter 
schools in local school districts must receive transition funds from the local district in an amount 
equal to any reduction in funds received by the school due to the changes in the Education 
Finance Act formula. 
 



Amendment #6-(Matching funds for Reading Coaches) School districts may use existing local 
funds currently used for reading assistance as the local match. 
 
Amendment #9- (SDE: Retired Teacher Salaries) For Fiscal Year 2014-15, school districts may 
uniformly negotiate salaries below the school district salary schedule for the 2014-15 school 
year for retired teachers who are not participants in the Teacher and Employee Retention 
Incentive program.  
 
Amendment #93-(SDE: Sports Participation) Any school receiving state funds shall be required 
to allow a military dependent student who has transferred from their resident school district to 
another school district to participate in a sport that was not offered in the resident school 
district. Should a school fail to comply with these provisions, the Department of Education shall 
withhold one percent of their total state allocation. 
  
Amendment #94-(SDE: Graduation Rates) For the current fiscal year, if a high school has a 
graduation rate below sixty percent, using appropriated funds a local school district board of 
trustees must provide a report detailing a plan to increase the graduation rate in accordance 
with the provisions of the Education Accountability Act to the State Board of Education.  
 
SENATE 
 
On Wednesday, March 12th, the full Senate Education Committee met to discuss pending state 
board regulations and review several bills.  
 
S. 300 (Common Core) and S.888 (Academic Standards Accountability Act) After much 
discussion, the two bills were amended with the same strike and insert language, adopted and 
sent to the Senate floor.  Minority reports were placed on both bills which means it will take a 
required two-thirds vote of the Senate for the either bill to be heard and debated on the floor.  As 
amended, the bills: 
 
--Leave the English and math standards in place and reviewed no later than 2018. 
--Remove South Carolina from participating in or administering the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment. 
--Require the State to review and approve a new language arts and math assessment that meet 
specific criteria and delay using the new test results for school and district ratings for two years 
and teacher evaluations. 
 
--Eliminate the high school exit exam beginning with the class of 2015 and allows anyone (age 
limit was removed) who previously failed to receive a diploma solely for failing to pass the exit 
exam may petition their local school board to receive a diploma. 
--Prohibit schools or the State from providing individual student data to the federal government 
or any third party without permission from the General Assembly. 
--Mandate the Education Oversight Committee (EOC) to recommend a single accountability 
system that meets state and federal requirements by 2016. 
 
 



The following regulations were withdrawn and resubmitted: 
 
Regulation 43-64: Requirements for Certification at the Advanced Level refers to principal 
certification in "turnaround" strategies. The regulation was amended to clarify the processes used 
for preparing those principals. 
 
Regulation 43-248: South Carolina Virtual School Program addresses the governing of the 
state's virtual school program. The amendment proposed by the State Board addresses changes 
by the General Assembly that deal with enrollment and credit limitations, and also streamlines 
the registration and enrollment process. 
  
Regulation 43-259: Adult Education outlines the state's adult education program. The 
amendments include removing references to the GED and replacing them with high school 
equivalency diploma, removing limits of the number of high school units a student can earn 
through the SC virtual school program, and revising adult education teacher licensure 
requirements. 
  
Regulation 43-237.1: Adult Education Program also describes functions of the state's adult 
education program. This regulation was amended to remove references to the GED and change 
language regarding the length of school terms and funding allocations. 
 
Regulation 43-62: Requirements for Additional Areas of Certification refers to add-on 
certification for educators. The amendment updates requirements for an educator to be endorsed 
in online teaching and replaces certification with licensure to keep with agency norms.  
  
On Thursday, March 13th, the Finance Special Subcommittee met and heard testimony on S. 867 
(Tax Credits for Scholarship Funding Organizations) The bill attempts to correct some of the 
administrative problems that exist in carrying out the intentions of proviso 1.85 (Educational 
credit for Exceptional Needs Children). The bill allows for a medical professional to determine 
special education needs. Additional language added includes accountability measures such as 
proof of eligibility. The bill was given a favorable report and now goes to the full Senate 
Finance Committee. 
 
If you have questions or comments, please call or email. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Beth Phibbs 
 
Upcoming Events 
Go to www.scasa.org to register for the events below. 
 
March 20 – Instructional Leaders’ Roundtable Meeting 
March 24 – Webinar:  Formative Assessment for Elementary Principals 
March 24 – Seminar Series:  Technology – Using Apps to Become a More Effective 
Instructional Leader 

http://www.scasa.org/�


March 25 – Student Services’ Roundtable Meeting 
March 28 – Technology Leaders’ Roundtable Meeting 
March 31 – Webinar:  Elementary ELA Common Core Implementation 
March 31 – Benefits’ Coordinators’ Meeting 
April 1 – Higher Ed Roundtable Meeting 
April 3 – Superintendents’ Roundtable Meeting 
April 4 – Personnel Roundtable Meeting 
April 8-10 – Common Core Academy:  Ensuring Successful Implementation of CCSS 
April 11 – Special Ed Directors’ Roundtable Meeting 
June 15-18 – Innovative Ideas Institute 
 
 


