
 
 
Good afternoon! 
 
This week Joe Wilson (R-SC2) held a press conference at the SC Statehouse.  At his press conference 
Representative Wilson introduced legislation to direct greater state and local control of our public 
education system.  Superintendent Spearman appeared with Representative Wilson and spoke in 
support of this legislation.  She also touted South Carolina’s new College and Career Readiness 
standards.  She reiterated that these standards were designed by South Carolina educators and 
vetted by university faculty as well as the business community. 
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
On Tuesday, January 27th, the K12 Education Subcommittee met and discussed four pieces of legislation: 
 
H.3328 (Read to Succeed) extends the deadline for approving the state’s reading readiness standards from 
February 1, 2015 to June 15, 2015.  SCASA spoke in support of this bill.  This bill was passed out of the 
subcommittee with a favorable report. 
 
H.3265 (CPR Training) requires that each student receive instruction in CPR at least once between grades 
9 and 12.  Exceptions are granted for students who have an IEP or whose parents sign an opt-out form as 
approved by the student’s district.  Rep. Weller agreed that if the bill was given a favorable report, then he 
would add an amendment stating that this requirement will go into effect beginning with students whose 
freshman year is 2016-2017.  In this way there is no requirement that current students go back and 
receive this training.  This bill was passed out of the subcommittee with a favorable report.  
 
H.3044 (Instruction days to hours) revises the requirement for 180 instructional days requirement and 
allows the same time period to be allotted in terms of minutes, and gives school districts flexibility in 
determining how to meet those time requirements as well as flexibility in determining how to make up 
snow days using additional minutes.  The committee adjourned debate on this bill in order to examine 
the possibility of including language which would move up the school start date.  SCASA is continuing to 
follow developments on this bill. 
 
H.3030 (Student Athlete EKG) requires that every student athlete receive an electrocardiogram (EKG) 
along with their sports physical.  The committee adjourned debate on this bill at the request of the bill’s 
author in order to gain additional information on the efficacy of the EKG for detecting potentially 
dangerous heart conditions, and to examine the financial impact of the procedure on school districts and 
parents. 
 
H.3041, which removes the Superintendent of Education from the list of elected state offices and places 
the position within the Governor’s cabinet, received a favorable report from the Judiciary Committee. 
 
 
SENATE 
 
On Tuesday, January 27th, the Senate Finance Committee heard a presentation from Frank 
Rainwater, Executive Director of the Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office in the Department of 
Revenue. In this presentation Mr. Rainwater discussed the ongoing impacts of the property tax 
swap in Act 388 (2006).   



On Wednesday, January 28th, Superintendent Spearman met before the Senate Education 
Committee to lay out her vision Education in South Carolina.  She detailed her 2015-2016 
priorities of increasing the base student cost, approval of new Math and ELA standards, reducing 
the number of requirements placed on teachers and administrators by the General Assembly, and 
collaboration with universities and the business community to identify and develop the skills 
necessary for success in both the post-secondary environment and in the workplace. 
 
Also on January 28th, the Full Senate, by a vote of 38-1, gave second reading to the S.349 (Read 
to Succeed) which extends the deadline for the new ELA standards from February 1, 2015 to 
June 15, 2015.  As mentioned above, the companion bill in the House (H.3328) also received a 
favorable report from the House K12 Subcommittee. 
 
 
Follow me on Twitter! 
During the legislative session, Jonathan will be tweeting from the State House. In order to get the 
current action, you must have a registered Twitter account and be a SCASA member.  
Follow me at www.twitter.com/scasaleg.  Once you elect to follow us, the SCASA office will 
approve or decline your invitation.  
A Few Tips when setting up your Twitter Account:  

1) Who are you? Make sure we are able to identify who you are by your username.  
2) Tell us who you are. Be sure to write a brief bio.  
3) Get rid of the “dreadful” egg picture. Upload a picture of yourself.  

If your invitation is declined, most likely you are not a current member of SCASA or the 
SCASA office cannot tell who you are by your username, bio, or picture. 
 
If you have questions or comments, please call or email. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Jonathan Rauh 
 
 
UPCOMING SCASA EVENTS 
 
February 10 
Project Based Learning Seminar 
June 21-24 
2015 Innovative Ideas Institute 
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