
Good afternoon! 
 
Governor Haley rolled out her education plan in her State of the State address Wednesday 
evening. In her address, she talked about her $177 million education plan. Below are her four 
main points: 
 
Adopting a Fairer and Simpler Education Funding Formula  
Funding high-poverty districts, while eliminating several unnecessary weights and redundant programs, 
will improve equity and allow students to receive a more customized education. 
 
Promoting Student Success by Emphasizing Reading  
Ensuring that students are proficient readers before advancing them beyond 3rd grade will improve their 
performance through middle and high school and reduce dropout rates. 
 
Investing in Educational Technology and Connectivity  
Modernizing technology in our schools and improving bandwidth will give students greater access to 
educational content and also critical computer skills their future employers will demand.  
 
Expanding High-Quality Public School Options for Families  
Placing charter schools on a more level financial playing field will expand the range of educational 
models for parents to consider for their children. 
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
On Tuesday, January 21nd, the House Ways and Means Public Education and Special Schools 
Subcommittee met and heard budget requests from the following agencies: 

• South Carolina Public Charter School District  
• ETV  

On Wednesday, January 22nd, the House Ways and Means Public Education and Special 
Schools Subcommittee met and heard budget requests from the following agencies: 

• Christian Soura - Governor's Office  
• Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities  
• First Steps  

On Tuesday, January 21st, the full House Education and Public Works Committee met and 
reviewed the following bill which was sent back to the subcommittee: 

H.3435 (Comprehensive Health Education Act) The bill greatly alters the comprehensive health 
education programs implemented by school districts. The bill would require reproductive health 
instruction to be medically accurate, while changing the grade levels at which this instruction 
would be offered. Under the bill, students must receive 12.5 hours of health education instruction 
during the ninth or tenth grade. The State Board of Education would be required to develop a 
health instruction unit every two years, and districts would be required to use the unit unless the 



district develops its own health instruction unit annually. Additional changes include the 
teaching of contraceptive methods in relation to pregnancy and disease prevention, rather than 
just future family planning. Also, the bill would remove the restriction that male and female 
students must be taught this information separately. Teachers providing comprehensive health 
instruction would undergo professional development in either reproductive health or pregnancy 
prevention every two years, and have a certificate in health education by August 1, 2016. In 
order to ensure compliance, each district would have to send an annual report to the State 
Department of Education by June 15. 
.   
Also, Jerome Singleton, Commissioner of the South Carolina High School League (SCHSL), 
gave a presentation before the Full House Education Committee on the significant changes the 
League has made over the past year.  
 
Some of the changes mentioned are as follows: 
 

1. Created an internal appellant process. 
2. Established new rules to allow transferability of student-athletes within school districts. If 

a student transfers within his or her home district, that district will be given the authority 
to determine if a student is eligible to participate in a school’s athletics program. As long 
as the transfer occurs within the student’s home district, that student can be deemed 
eligible to participate. A student can only apply for eligibility based on transfer once a 
year.  

3. Allowed student-athletes who are ineligible to play at the varsity level can be deemed 
eligible to play at the sub-varsity level. 

4. Implemented changes regarding penalty procedures and self-reporting.  
 
 
SENATE 
 
On Wednesday, January 22, 2014, the Senate Education Committee met and heard a presentation 
on TransformSC from Pamela Lackey and Mike Brenan.  Ms. Lackey and Mr. Brenan are Co-
Chairs of TransformSC. 
 
On Thursday, January 23, 2014, the Senate Finance Sales and Income Taxation Subcommittee 
met and reviewed the following bills: 
 
S.911 (Education Capital Improvements Sales and Use Tax) The bill deletes the requirement that 
a county must collect at least $7M in a year in state accommodations taxes before imposing the 
tax.  Sen. Peeler, author of the bill, asked that it be carried over in order to review S.940. 
 
S.940 (Education Capital Improvements Sales and Use Tax) The bill allows a county that does 
not collect at least $7M in accommodations tax to impose the sales tax so long as no portion of 
the county area is subject to more than two percent total sales tax.  After much discussion, the 
bill was amended to increase the sales tax cap from two percent to three percent. The bill 
received a favorable report and will be sent to Finance. 
 



On Wednesday, January 29, 10:00 AM - Noon, Room 105 Gressette Building, a Senate 
Education K-12 Subcommittee informational meeting on Common Core is scheduled. The 
Subcommittee will hear from individuals opposed to Common Core for the first thirty 
minutes followed by thirty minutes of several presentations in favor of implementation of 
the common core standards. The last hour will be for members to ask questions and for 
discussion.   
 
 The meeting will have a live broadcast.  In order to view go to “Senate Meeting Schedule” 
website, http://www.scstatehouse.gov/ , and it will include a link to the Live Broadcast.   
 
 
Follow me on Twitter! 
During the legislative session, I will be tweeting from the State House. In order to get the current 
action, you must have a registered Twitter account and be a SCASA member.  
Follow me at www.twitter.com/scasaleg.  Once you select to follow us, the SCASA office will 
approve or decline your invitation.  
A Few Tips when setting up your Twitter Account:  

1) Who are you? Make sure we are able to identify who you are by your username.  
2) Tell us who you are. Be sure to write a brief bio.  
3) Get rid of the “dreadful” egg picture. Upload a picture of yourself.  

If your invitation is declined, most likely you are not a current member of SCASA or the 
SCASA office cannot tell who you are by your username, bio, or picture. 
 
Download the SCASA app on your phone or tablet!  Features include find your legislator, 
contact your legislator and legislative alerts.  The app is available for Apple and Droid devices.  
To download the app, search SCASA in the Apple App Store or Google Play.  If downloading 
the app on an iPad, please select iPhone apps during your search. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Go to www.scasa.org to register for the events below. 
February 6 – Superintendents’ Roundtable Meeting 
February 11 – SCASA Leadership Academy:  Helping Teachers Manage Classroom Discipline 
February 12 – AP Webinar Series:  Practical Discipline Strategies that Work 
February 13-14 – Personnel Winter Conference 
February 14 – Technology Leaders’ Roundtable Meeting 
February 20 – Instructional Leaders’ Roundtable Meeting 
February 21 – Special Ed Directors’ Roundtable Meeting 
February 25 – Seminar Series:  Common Legal Issues and Practical Guidance 
 
If you have questions or comments, please call or email. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Beth Phibbs 
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