
Good afternoon!   
 
My name is Jonathan Rauh and this week I began my new role as SCASA’s Director of Governmental 
Affairs.  As the son of two public school teachers I place great value on education.  While serving as Beth 
Phibbs’ first Legislative Intern from 2007-2009 I was impressed by the dedication of SCASA’s members 
and by the organization’s efforts on behalf of public education in my home state.  I am honored and 
excited to be back at SCASA.  I look forward to working with the SCASA board, members, and staff as 
we continue to effect positive changes for public education in South Carolina.  If I can ever be of 
assistance please feel free to contact me. 
 
On January 12, Governor Nikki Haley released her K-12 education reform proposal included in her FY 
2015-16 executive budget. Governor Haley's education plan includes:  

• increasing the base student cost from $2,120 to $2,200 
• providing incentives to teach in rural districts.  The proposal offsets these incentives by phasing 

out the added pay for National Board certification. 
• $6.4 million to expand the reading coach program in elementary schools 
• $3.5 million to train and certify reading coaches 
• $1 million for the state’s Read to Succeed office, which provides professional development, 

program coordination and technical assistance to districts 
• $30 million for technology initiatives 
• $12 million for state  charter school district 

On January 21, South Carolina’s new Superintendent of Education, Molly Spearman, made her first 
appearance before the South Carolina State Board of Education.  During this meeting the board gave first 
reading to the South Carolina Department of Education’s proposed 2015 South Carolina College- and 
Career-Ready English Language Arts (ELA) Standards.  The board gave a unanimous favorable report. 
Second reading is scheduled for the February State Board meeting. 
 
On January 22, Superintendent Spearman issued a Bulletin permitting the sale of foods that do 
not meet ‘Smart Snack’ requirements at ‘infrequent school-sponsored fundraisers.’  
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
On January 20, Speaker of the House, Jay Lucas, announced the formation of the House Education 
Policy Review and Reform Task Force.  The task force includes of lawmakers, educators, business 
leaders and representatives from the plaintiff school districts.  This task force will examine ways to 
improve the state’s public schools and make policy recommendations in this regard.  Its policy 
recommendations are due in January 2016.  Among other things, this task force will examine:  

• the state’s education funding mechanisms 
• the school year calendar with an emphasis on how to fulfill the 24 credits needed to graduate 
• education standards, with an emphasis on STEM 
• addressing the requirements placed on school districts with a focus on either consolidation or 

eliminating mandates 

The Ways and Means Public Education and Special Schools Subcommittee held two hearing between 
January 20 and 21, 2015 in which it received informational briefings from ETV, Wil Lou Gray, First 
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Steps, The Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities, The Governor's School for Math and Science, 
and the South Carolina Public Charter School District. 
 
On January 21, the Education and Public Works Committee invited Superintendent Spearman to give an 
overview of her vision for the South Carolina Department of Education.  SCASA along with other 
organizations were also invited to introduce themselves to the newly appointed members of the Education 
and Public Works Committee.  Beth Phibbs introduced Jonathan Rauh as the new Director of 
Governmental Affairs and introduced Legislative Interns Hazel Bridges and Ryan Bailey. 
 
SENATE 
 
The Senate K12 Education Subcommittee and Full Senate Education Committee met on Thursday, 
January 22.  The following bills were discussed: 
 
S. 349 (Read to Succeed): This bill extends the deadline for requiring the State Board of Education to 
approve the state reading proficiency standards from February 1, 2015 to June 15, 2015.  A companion 
bill (H.3328) was introduced in the House and was referred to the Education and Public Works 
Committee. S.349 was reported favorably out of both the K12 Subcommittee and the full Senate 
Education Committee.   
 
S. 154 (Interscholastic Activities): This bill grants the authority to the State Board of Education to grant 
waivers allowing students to participate in interscholastic sports if they have been medically cleared after 
a long-term absence due to a medical condition, provided that approval is given by the Superintendent of 
the student’s district and the Athletic Director at the student’s school.  All other requirements as put forth 
by the High School League still apply.  It was reported favorably out of the K12 Subcommittee and full 
Senate Education Committee. 
 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, Hugh Leatherman, has formed a Special Senate Committee to 
address the requirements of the recent state Supreme Court decision in Abbeville v. South Carolina. The 
members of the committee have not yet been announced.   
 
Get Legislative information on Twitter! 
During the legislative session, Beth and I will be tweeting from the State House. In order to get the 
current action, you must have a registered Twitter account and be a SCASA member.  
Follow us at www.twitter.com/scasaleg.  Once you select to follow us, the SCASA office will approve or 
decline your invitation.  
 
A Few Tips when setting up your Twitter Account:  

1) Who are you? Make sure we are able to identify who you are by your username.  
2) Tell us who you are. Be sure to write a brief bio.  
3) Get rid of the “dreadful” egg picture. Upload a picture of yourself.  

 
If your invitation is declined, most likely you are not a current member of SCASA or the SCASA office 
cannot tell who you are by your username, bio, or picture. 
 
If you have questions or comments, please call or email. 

 
Have a great weekend! 

 
Jonathan Rauh 
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Upcoming Events 
 
June 21-24 
2015 Innovative Ideas Institute 

https://m360.scasa.org/event.aspx?eventID=61080�

