
 
 
 
Good afternoon! 
 
The budget process is in full swing in House Ways and Means Subcommittees.  For your information, I 
am including the timetable for the House Ways and Means Committee budget process.  Please remember 
that this is only one-half of the budget process and once the budget is completed in the House, we start the 
entire process over in the Senate. 
 

 
Budget Schedule 2014* 

January 14 - 16:   First week of session & Budget Subcommittees Meetings 
January 21 - 23:   Budget Subcommittees Meetings 
January 28 - 30:   Budget Subcommittees Meetings 
February 4 - 6:               Budget Subcommittees Meetings 
February 4 - 6:               Proviso Subcommittee Meeting 
February 11 - 13:   Budget Subcommittee Meetings 
February 18** - 20:              Full Committee Budget Deliberations 
February 25 - 27:   FY 14/15 Appropriation Bill Printed 
March 4 - 6:    Printed Appropriation Bill placed on House Member’s desk 
March 11** - 13:   House Floor Budget Deliberations 
 
 
* Schedule subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.  
** The Full Committee and House floor deliberations may begin on Monday of the weeks 
indicated.   
 
The final Board of Economic Advisor’s estimate is due February 14, 2014.  
 
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
H.4576 (Snow days) The bill waives the requirement for schools to make up full days missed 
due to inclement weather for up five or fewer days.  The bill was introduced and place on the 
calendar without reference (it did not go through the committee process). It received third 
reading and will now go to the Senate for consideration. 
 
The Ways and Means Public Education and Special Schools Subcommittee met on Tuesday 
February 4th and Wednesday February 5th to hear budget testimony from the following agencies 
and public testimony: 
        John de la Howe  
        Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School  
        School for the Deaf and Blind  
        Governor's School for Science and Mathematics - Budget and Provisos  
        First Steps - Regarding Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Only   



        State Department of Education - Provisos  
        Education Oversight Committee - Provisos   
 
 
 
On Tuesday, February 4th, the House K-12 Education Subcommittee met and reviewed the 
following bills: 
H.3428 (First Steps) The bill was a strike and insert and reauthorizes the First Steps to School 
Readiness Initiative.  After much discussion and testimony, the bill received a favorable 
report and will be sent to the full committee. 
 
H. 3994 (Read to Succeed Act) The bill would create the South Carolina Read to Succeed Office 
in order to take a comprehensive, systematic approach to student reading performance.  It also 
requires the Department of Education, with approval by the State Board of Education, to create 
and have a State Reading Proficiency Plan in place by January 1, 2015.  Beginning in 2015-
1016, each district must prepare a comprehensive annual reading proficiency plan for Pre-K 
through twelfth grade. The State Superintendent of Education shall ensure that every student 
entering the public schools for the first time in prekindergarten and kindergarten will be 
administered a readiness assessment by the forty-fifth day of the school year. Beginning with the 
2017-2018 school year, a student must be retained in the third grade if the student fails 
substantially to demonstrate third-grade reading proficiency at the end of the third grade. A 
student may be exempt for good cause from the mandatory retention but shall continue to receive 
instructional support and services and reading intervention appropriate for their age and reading 
level.  
Beginning in 2015-2016, early childhood and elementary education licensed classroom teachers 
are required to earn the literacy teacher add-on endorsement within ten years of their most recent 
certification by taking at least two courses or six credit hours every five years, consistent with 
existing recertification requirements. Beginning in 2015-2016, middle and secondary licensed 
classroom teachers are required to take at least two courses or six credit hours to improve reading 
instruction within five years of their most recent certification. The courses must be approved by 
the State Board of Education and include courses leading to the literacy teacher add-on 
endorsement. Coursework in reading must include a course in reading in the content areas. Only 
licensed teachers who have earned a master’s or doctorate in reading, who have earned a literacy 
teacher add-on endorsement, or who have completed an intensive, prolonged professional 
development program like Reading Recovery or another program as approved by the State Board 
of Education in regulation are exempt from this requirement. After much testimony and 
discussion, the bill received a favorable report and will be sent to the full committee. 
 
 H.4419 (Teacher/Principal Evaluation) The bill creates a new system to evaluate the 
effectiveness of teachers and principals.  The subcommittee heard a great deal of testimony from 
various groups as well as classroom teachers.  After much debate, the subcommittee 
adjourned debate on the bill. 
 
 
 



SENATE 
 
On Tuesday, February 4th, the full Senate Finance Committee met and reviewed the following 
bill: 
 
 S.940 (Education Capital Improvements Sales and Use Tax) The bill allows a county that does 
not collect at least $7M in accommodations tax to impose the sales tax so long as no portion of 
the county area is subject to more than three percent total sales tax.  It was amended to say that if 
a county has imposed the Education Capital Improvements Sales and Use Tax, then no other 
sales tax may be imposed if the subsequent imposition causes the total sales tax to exceed three percent 
in any portion of the county area. The limitation applies so long as this subsection is utilized to impose 
the Education Capital Improvements Sales and Use tax.  Also, the bill outlines the timeline for holding a 
referendum on renewing the tax. The bill received a favorable report as amended and now goes to the 
Senate floor. 
 
 On Wednesday, February 5th, the Senate Education K-12 Subcommittee met to receive and 
discuss Common Core information. The subcommittee is currently considering two bills 
regarding state standards: S. 300, which would prohibit the state from implementing the 
Common Core standards, and S. 888, which would require that certain revisions or additions to 
state standards must be approved by the Education Oversight Committee and the General 
Assembly. 
  
On Wednesday, the subcommittee heard from the following speakers: 
--Jane Robbins, a member of the American Principles Project, discussed the history of 
Common Core and included studies on current and previous standards. 
--Ted Rebarber, CEO of AccountabilityWorks, presented research on math standards and 
international competitiveness. 
--Joan Almon, a member of the Alliance for Childhood, focused her presentation on early 
childhood education. 
--Dr. Russell Booker, Superintendent of Spartanburg District 7, explained how state standards 
relate to other classroom variables. 
--Dr. Sheila Huckabee-Quinn, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Administrative 
Services at Clover schools, addressed concerns and questions regarding the current state 
standards. 
--Robbie Barnett, Associate Vice President of the SC Chamber of Commerce, explained the 
relationship between quality public education and attracting successful companies.  
 
Thank you to Dr. Russell Booker and Dr. Shelia Huckabee-Quinn for their outstanding 
presentations. 
 
The subcommittee will meet again on Wednesday, February 19th, to receive public 
testimony. 
 
On Thursday, February 6th, the special Senate Finance Subcommittee studying the bill (S.279) to 
implement a statewide tuition tax credit program met to review technical issues in proviso 1.85.    



The proviso established an $8M tuition tax credit program for exceptional needs students to 
attend private schools.  The bill now goes to the full Senate Finance Committee. 
 
Follow me on Twitter! 
During the legislative session, I will be tweeting from the State House. In order to get the current 
action, you must have a registered Twitter account and be a SCASA member.  
Follow me at www.twitter.com/scasaleg.  Once you select to follow us, the SCASA office will 
approve or decline your invitation.  
A Few Tips when setting up your Twitter Account:  

1) Who are you? Make sure we are able to identify who you are by your username.  
2) Tell us who you are. Be sure to write a brief bio.  
3) Get rid of the “dreadful” egg picture. Upload a picture of yourself.  

If your invitation is declined, most likely you are not a current member of SCASA or the 
SCASA office cannot tell who you are by your username, bio, or picture. 
 
Download the SCASA app on your phone or tablet!  Features include find your legislator, 
contact your legislator and legislative alerts.  The app is available for Apple and Droid devices.  
To download the app, search SCASA in the Apple App Store or Google Play.  If downloading 
the app on an iPad, please select iPhone apps during your search. 
 
If you have questions or comments, please call or email. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Beth Phibbs 
 
Upcoming Events 
Go to www.scasa.org to register for the events below. 
February 11 – SCASA Leadership Academy:  Helping Teachers Manage Classroom Discipline 
February 12 – AP Webinar Series:  Practical Discipline Strategies that Work 
February 13-14 – Personnel Winter Conference 
February 14 – Technology Leaders’ Roundtable Meeting 
February 20 – Instructional Leaders’ Roundtable Meeting 
February 21 – Special Ed Directors’ Roundtable Meeting 
February 25 – Seminar Series:  Common Legal Issues and Practical Guidance 
February 26 – Common Core Coaching for iPad 
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