
Good afternoon! 
 
It was a busy week at the state house as our South Carolina Principals and Assistant Principals of 
the Year were honored.  Congratulations to the following individuals on their awards: 

Mr. Kim Wilson 
Secondary Principal of the Year     
Charleston County School District                               

Mr. Michael Waiksnis                     
Middle Level Principal of the Year                                                          
York School District Three (Rock Hill) 

Mrs. Brenda Byrd                                                           
Elementary Principal of the Year       
Greenville County School District  

Mr. Andre Dukes                                                
Secondary Assistant Principal of the Year                               
Charleston County School District  

Mrs. Michele Zee            
Middle Level Assistant Principal of the Year                                       
Lexington School District One  

Mrs. Terri Wheeler-Hawkins 
Elementary Assistant Principal of the Year                              
Greenville County School District  

Download the SCASA app on your phone or tablet!  Features include find your legislator, 
contact your legislator and legislative alerts.  The app is available for Apple and Droid devices.  
To download the app, search SCASA in the Apple App Store or Google Play.  If downloading 
the app on an iPad, please select iPhone apps during your search. 
 
 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
On Tuesday, February 20th, the House Education K-12 Subcommittee met and reviewed the 
following four bills: 
 
H.3435 (Comprehensive Health Education Act) The bill greatly alters the comprehensive health 
education programs implemented by school districts. The bill would require reproductive health 
instruction to be medically accurate, while changing the grade levels at which this instruction 
would be offered. Under the bill, students must receive 12.5 hours of health education instruction 
during the ninth or tenth grade. The State Board of Education would be required to develop a 
health instruction unit every two years, and districts would be required to use the unit unless the 



district develops its own health instruction unit annually. Additional changes include the 
teaching of contraceptive methods in relation to pregnancy and disease prevention, rather than 
just future family planning. Also, the bill would remove the restriction that male and female 
students must be taught this information separately. Teachers providing comprehensive health 
instruction would undergo professional development in either reproductive health or pregnancy 
prevention every two years, and have a certificate in health education by August 1, 2016. In 
order to ensure compliance, each district would have to send an annual report to the State 
Department of Education by June 15.  After much debate, the Subcommittee voted 4-4 on the 
bill, which fails because of a tie vote. 
 
H.3532 (Childcare Providers) The bill would change the complex system of certifications for 
childcare facilities in the state by requiring all sites and camps to be certified by DSS.  The 
amendment requires childcare facilities taking children less than five years old and open more 
than one hour must be licensed by DSS.  Summer programs opened more than two weeks must 
be licensed. It references a new definition for Limited Permit Childcare Facilities. It limits ABC 
Vouchers to licensed or registered Childcare facilities and includes the new limited Permit 
Facilities in the existing law that requires written notice to parents when the facility does not 
carry liability insurance.  After much testimony and discussion on the amended bill, the 
committee adjourned debate on the bill as amended. 
 
H.3648 (School Start Date) The bill allows each local school district board of trustees to 
establish annual school calendars for schools under its jurisdiction including the opening date for 
each school in the district.  Mike Fanning presented testimony regarding the tourism impact of 
the school start date.   Marc Sosne, Vernon Prosser and Chuck Epps all testified in favor of the 
bill.  After much discussion, the bill received a favorable report and will now go to the full 
committee. 
 
H.4413 (Bullying Website) The bill requires that each school district develop a website through 
which a person may anonymously report acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying of a student 
at school.  The district must investigate the allegations consistent with policies adopted by the 
district according to the Safe School Climate Act.  Each month the school shall report the 
number of acts the nature of each alleged act reported through the website, the status of the 
investigation whether it is pending or resolved and if resolved, the date of the resolution.  The 
State Board of Education will develop model policies concerning the development, 
implementation, and promotion of the website within 30 days of the effective date of the section. 
The bill was amended to strike the word “anonymous” and add “if the person does not wish to 
reveal their identity, they may report through a principal, guidance counselor, coach, or other 
teacher.”  After much testimony and discussion, the bill received a favorable report and will 
now go to the full committee. 
 
SENATE 
 
On Wednesday, February 26th, the Senate Education K-12 Subcommittee met to discuss pending 
state board regulations and reviewed the hybrid amendment for S.300. The subcommittee heard 
from members of the state Department of Education, including spokesman Dino Teppara. 
 



The amendment includes: 
--Standards developed by the State Department of Education (SDE) must be approved by the 
State Board and Education Oversight Committee (EOC). Standards taken from other 
sources/outside the state must also receive approval from the General Assembly. 
--The SDE and EOC must notify the General Assembly and Governor of any plans to change 
existing standards. 
--The state must review and approve a new English and math assessment for students in grades 
3-8. 
--All eleventh graders will be given a career and college readiness assessment. 
--Scores on new assessments cannot be used to rate schools until the 2016-2017 school year, and 
it is recommended that the state also delays using the scores for teacher evaluations. 
--The state exit exam is eliminated, and allows students under the age of 21 who previously 
failed to receive a diploma solely for failing to pass the exit exam may petition their local school 
board to receive a diploma. 
----Beginning in 2018, the state will perform a cyclical review of ELA and math standards not 
developed by the state. 
--The state is prohibited from providing individual student data to the federal government of any 
third party without permission from the General Assembly. 
 
After much discussion, the subcommittee adopted the amendment and it now goes to the 
full Senate Education Committee. 
  
The subcommittee also discussed actions on current education regulations. All regulation 
suggestions by the State Board of Education were found favorable, and will be sent to the full 
committee. 
  
--Regulation 43-162: School Superintendent Compensation and Benefits/Expenses was 
carried over from the previous meeting and determined favorable for repeal. This regulation says 
that the superintendent of a district must be paid a higher salary that principals or members of the 
staff. The subcommittee determined that there was no state statute to back up the regulation. 
  
--Regulation 43-272: School Admission discusses immunization requirements for incoming 
students. Another statute already deals with these requirements, therefore this one is 
unnecessary. 
  
--Regulation 43-188: Displaying the Flag concerns how the U.S. and South Carolina flags are 
flown in school districts, and the regulation was updated to remain consistent with state law. 
  
--Regulation 43-279: Student Conduct and Discipline includes language regarding 
disciplining students with disabilities. There is a separate statute that deals with students with 
disabilities, making this regulation a duplicate. 
  
--Regulation 43-274: Student Attendance defines absence requirements. The State Board of 
Education added guidelines for students completing make-up work. 
  



--Regulation 43-229: Palmetto Unified School District (PUSD) outlines the educational 
program for inmates, and information is added to make sure the district is complaint with state 
standards for school districts. 
  
On Thursday, February 27th, the K-12 Finance Subcommittee met and heard testimony from the 
following agencies: 
 
Governor’s School for Arts and Humanities 
Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School 
State Library 
State Museum 
Archives and History 
 
Bills on the Senate floor: 
 
H.4576 (Snow days) The joint resolution waives the requirement for schools to make up full 
days missed due to inclement weather for up five or fewer days.  The subcommittee amended the 
bill to say that a district must exhaust all statutorily required make up days remaining on the 
2013-2014 school calendar before it may exempt any of the five days allowed under the joint 
resolution.  The bill received third reading in the Senate and will now be sent back to the 
House for concurrence or non-concurrence on the Senate amendment. 
 
Follow me on Twitter! 
During the legislative session, I will be tweeting from the State House. In order to get the current 
action, you must have a registered Twitter account and be a SCASA member.  
Follow me at www.twitter.com/scasaleg.  Once you select to follow us, the SCASA office will 
approve or decline your invitation.  
A Few Tips when setting up your Twitter Account:  

1) Who are you? Make sure we are able to identify who you are by your username.  
2) Tell us who you are. Be sure to write a brief bio.  
3) Get rid of the “dreadful” egg picture. Upload a picture of yourself.  

If your invitation is declined, most likely you are not a current member of SCASA or the 
SCASA office cannot tell who you are by your username, bio, or picture. 
 
If you have questions or comments, please call or email. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Beth Phibbs 
 
Upcoming Events 
Go to www.scasa.org to register for the events below. 
 
March 4 Education Strategic Planning for iPad  
March 11-Leadership Academy:  Building Effective Teams and Managing Their On-Going 
Success  
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